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Dear Friends,

It is a great honor and pleasure to present Crossroads’ first Report to 

the Community. We have two purposes in providing this report. The 

first is to express our gratitude to you, the wind beneath the wings 

of Crossroads Safehouse, for your generous support, without which 

there would be no Safehouse. Our second purpose is to give you an 

overview of the quality and quantity of life-saving services that you 

make possible, especially services that have come about in the past 

four years. 

National research has shown that many domestic violence survivors return to their abusers 

because of nonexistent affordable legal and permanent safe housing options. Since 2004, 

Crossroads has been evolving to address these needs, for example via an outreach facility 

on College Avenue in Fort Collins, first-ever domestic violence transitional housing, and 

a legal department that serves relationship abuse survivors. We are proud to state that all 

services offered by Crossroads are free of charge and that our transitional housing and 

legal projects are supported by federal grants and not strictly local dollars.

These and our other programs help Crossroads to pursue its ultimate goals of: 1) ending 

domestic violence in Larimer County, and 2) assisting each victim who seeks our assistance 

to find the help that is needed, whether through outreach advocacy, a lawyer to assist 

in a protection order hearing, long-term safe housing, or immediate recourse to the 

Safehouse. 

In addition to these more recent service enhancements, the passionate, cohesive, and 

well-educated Safehouse professional staff of over 30 full- and part-time members 

continues to provide round-the-clock, on-the-scene Domestic Abuse Response Team 

(DART) response to law enforcement, hospital, and campus police pages, as well as 

compassionate daily and nightly assistance to an average of 35 Safehouse and transitional 

housing residents. Three categories define our work: safety, healing and prevention.

Crossroads is dedicated to working with others to create a safer place to live. And, since 

you are reading this report, we know that you join us in our efforts. Thank you for sharing 

our vision of a community that is safe for everyone.

Cordially,

Vicki Lutz, 

Executive Director



one woman’s  story

‘‘I am a survivor, happy to be living a life free 
of violence. I am going to tell my story but, in 
compliance with my personal safety plan, I must 
summarize, be deliberately vague on some aspects, 
and not disclose my name.

I have been beaten, punched, choked and kicked. 
I have had my personal property destroyed, my 
phone calls and letters monitored, been followed 
all day, and have been isolated from contact with 
my friends and family. I have been locked in a 
garage during the middle of summer for three 
days without food or water so that no one could 
see the injuries to my face or arms. I have had my 
cell phones destroyed and the battery removed 
from my car. I have seen my pets killed when I 
threatened to leave. Some of these incidents were 
reported to the authorities – many were not. Over 
the years I heard many people say “just leave.”  
That, of course, was the correct thing to do but 
when the choice was f inally made it was both 
simple and terrible.  

Leaving is not just a matter of changing your 
residence, it is often the choice whether to have 
a residence or not. It entails a dramatic change in 
f inance, and often a change of job and location. 
On one occasion of particularly severe abuse I 
ended up in the ICU of a hospital where I realized 
that I would have to leave my abuser or most 
likely end up dead. It was a holiday weekend and 
I had called several shelters; however, all of the 
shelters in Denver were full. I had no way to reach 
anyone that was not connected to my abuser. I 
found myself with the decision of returning to 
my abuser or being homeless. I decided to be 
homeless. 

I had a fr iend that lived in Fort Collins and I 
believed she might be able to help me. I did not 
have food or water and I was wearing the clothes 

and slippers I had at the 
hospital, but I decided 
to walk to Fort Collins. 
The f irst day I walked 
from the hospital in 
south Denver to the 
E-470 bridge, where 
I slept that night. The 
next morning I began to 
walk again and arrived 
at my shocked friend’s 
doorstep very late that 
day.

The next day, Crossroads 
was contacted and 
they agreed to help. They provided me with 
food, shelter, counseling and support, and most 
importantly, time. I had left my car, furniture, 
clothes, pictures and everything else I owned 
behind. In my thirties, I found myself starting 
over. 

While I was at Crossroads I was able to f ind a 
minimum wage job. It wasn’t a career – that takes 
more time, but it was a start. I was accepted into 
Crossroads’ transitional housing program which 
allowed me to get housing with a very small down 
payment. With a job and housing taken care of, I 
was able to begin building my violence-free life. 

At Crossroads, I met many different women 
and families from different social and economic 
backgrounds. We all had one thing in common, 
a desire to be free of abuse. It was stunning to 
discover that although my experiences were 
terrible they were neither unique nor all that 
uncommon. This is why I wanted to tell my 
story. First, to thank Crossroads and all the many 
volunteers and donors that gave me a successful 
start for a new life. Second, to encourage 
continued support for Crossroads and, if possible, 
an expansion of services so that no woman or 
family eager to escape abuse is ever told that there 
is no room, as I was one desperate and terrible 
night not so long ago. 

The generosity and support of a community can 
and does make a difference. It changed my life and 
it has tremendous potential to change the lives of 
many other survivors that are seeking a way out, 
but fear that they have nowhere to go. 

Thank you.

‘‘

For safety reasons, none of the photos in this publication are of actual Crossroads clients.



SAFETY

Crossroads is the only emergency Safehouse serving all of Larimer County. Along 

with our confidential shelter site, our 24/7 help lines and our legal services, we 

offer a comprehensive approach to safeguarding domestic violence survivors. Our 

role as an emergency shelter provider is critical; however, we were saddened that, 

in 2007, we could not bring into the Safehouse 38 percent of victims who 

requested shelter due to a lack of available beds.   

6,246 nights of Safehousing for 169 adult and 144 child domestic violence victims

Crossroads helps survivors of domestic violence escape life-threatening 

situations by providing emergency shelter in our Safehouse. Our clients may 

stay at the Safehouse for up to six weeks while we provide them access to 

tools to enhance their independence. 

1,119 victims provided with legal representation or legal advocacy

Our legal advocates supplied 1,008 victims of domestic violence with 

information about restraining orders and the civil and criminal processes, 

and provided support at daily bond hearings and other court proceedings. 

Crossroads also provides direct legal representation, with two full-time 

attorneys who represented 111 clients in custody, support, divorce and all 

manner of family law cases. These services are provided free of charge under 

a federal grant. 

667 crisis calls

Our help lines are staffed around the clock by trained advocates who handle 

crisis calls from survivors of sexual and domestic violence, and from their 

families and friends. Callers are provided with a lifeline that results in safety 

plans, discussions about resources available in the community, and crisis 

intervention. Many of our staff and volunteers speak English and Spanish. 

If another language is needed, we can provide access to interpreters in 160 

languages.

253 on-site responses to domestic violence calls

Crossroads, like police and fire departments, is a Priority One service provider 

in Larimer County. Our Domestic Abuse Response Team (DART) is on call 24 

hours a day, 7 days a week, to respond with law enforcement to the scene 

of domestic violence incidents. Our 32 trained DART volunteer and 8 staff 

advocates work with victims to provide support, legal assistance, community 

referrals, and, when necessary, immediate safe housing.

192 adults and children in off-site shelter

Because our Safehouse is often full, we provide alternative emergency off-

site shelter. When possible, we place prospective clients in other domestic 

violence shelters. Unfortunately, these facilities are often full and we must 

then place victims in unsecured hotel rooms.
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Healin g

Domestic violence victims suffer loss of self-esteem, psychological trauma, and 

economic abuse along with physical battering. We ensure that survivors are given 

the opportunity to heal by providing advocacy, life skills training and transitional 

housing.

6,982 nights of transitional housing for 12 adults and 11 children  

Federal funds support Crossroads’ Transitional Housing Program, which in 

2007 staffed and filled 12 units of long-term affordable housing. Through 

transitional housing and supportive services, survivors now have options 

other than returning to an abusive environment or becoming homeless.

Over 4,000 individual advocacy contacts in Safehouse

Our staff and trained volunteer advocates provide Safehouse residents with 

assistance in developing viable plans for a violence-free family life. We offer 

confidential, bilingual, individual and group counseling at no cost for women, 

children and men who have been hurt by their abusers. Part of ending future 

violence is healing those suffering from past abuse. 

Over 1,500 advocacy contacts in community

Only one in ten domestic violence survivors report this crime to the police, 

which means nine out of ten who have been assaulted live in fear and 

silence. Crossroads’ advocates help individuals break the silence and heal, 

whether they report the assault or not. We offer confidential individual and 

group outreach sessions at no cost for women, children and men. 

345 women attended support groups 

Support groups are available to residents of the Safehouse and to community 

members who seek education and support regarding domestic violence 

issues. Staff facilitates these groups, including weekly bilingual meetings.

249 children attended support groups 

Our children’s advocates work with residential children on an individual as 

well as group basis. The Living in a Fear-free Environment (LIFE) curriculum 

is used in individual and group sessions with these children, who are victims 

and witnesses of family violence.

14 pets in foster care

Crosstrails, our animal care program, provides foster care service to pets of 

Safehouse residents so these animals cannot be injured or used as pawns by 

a violent partner.
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Prevention

Prevention happens on many levels. We prevent violence when we teach 

professionals, such as social service providers, school personnel, health care 

providers and criminal justice employees, to recognize and respond to risks and 

warning signs. Prevention also happens when we work with youth, teaching new 

ideas and establishing new beliefs by encouraging them to build safe and healthy 

relationships. Prevention continues to happen every time we stop the cycle of 

violence in a family that comes to us in need.

11,530 information and referral calls were answered

These calls to the Safehouse and Outreach Center include inquiries about 

outreach services and programs, non-crisis counseling calls, and non-

emergency requests for help or advice.

3,325 professional and community members received education and training

By providing safety, healing and prevention programs to Fort Collins and 

Larimer County, we are striving to end domestic violence. Crossroads’ 

staff provided information about domestic violence issues through 98 

presentations made in the community. These presentations were made for 

local schools, law enforcement groups, businesses, government agencies and 

community organizations. 

1,330 students and teachers attended youth programs

We share our prevention message with hundreds of youth and adults 

annually through our school-based services and community education, 

to build awareness and skills for preventing violence and promote safe 

and healthy relationships. Our Youth Program continued to add teen 

services in 2007, teaching in all area junior and senior high schools with an 

approved curriculum on teen dating violence. Our youth advocates gave 30 

presentations this year and facilitated several new groups at local agencies. 
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Cash Donors 
Individuals

$10,000 or More

Cindi & Hans Coester
Vicki Lutz & Bill Slye
Jean & Tom Sutherland

$5,000 - $9,999

Jean Foley & Russell Cowart
Ginnie & Tom Gleason
Kathryn Hach-Darrow

$2,500 - $4,999

Sara & Steve Durnil
Penny & Steve Fobes
Alesa & Bill Locklear
Leslie Paris &  
  Hank Rodriquez
Mary Anne & James Paul
Melissa & Mark  
  Schoenbaum
Christina & Roger Sobel
Tracy & Ron Young

$1,000 - $2,499

Kris Alman
Robert Baur
Carol Berg
Susan Boley-Schmitz
Sue Brackenberry
Dale Carlson
Amy & Dan Connell
Kathy Watkinson &  
  Dan Cooper
R. M. Dellenbach
Leigh Ann & David Dilley
Connie & Douglas Dohn
Paula & Dave Edwards
Craig Ferris
Linda Floyd
Rita Gergen
Barbara & Scott Green
Joseph Hadden
Charles Hammond
Donna Hanks &  
  Thom Sibilsky
James Hayes
Pat & Jack Hilderbrant
Shauna Hlavka
Barbara Hoffman
Donna Holmes &  
  Linwood Hodgdon
Gayla Johnson
Anne Keefe &  
  Wally Morrison
Dawn Kreikemeir
Sandra & Justin Larson
Bernard Levinger
Deanna & Gary Ludwin
Carolyn & Matt Luttrell
Tammy & Dan Mackey 
Eugene Markley
Mary Jo &  
  Michael Merriman
H. D. Morgan
Bonnie Prather &  
  Alan Ramsey
Curt Richards
Thomas A. Shepherd
Elizabeth Buchanan &  
  Jim Sisson
Patricia Tahan
Eugene Ziehm
Pamela & Robert Zimdahl

$500 - $999

Linda Albright

Richard Alessi
Tim Allen
Scott Beasley
Brian Bishop
Marc Brown
Brady Byrnes
Donna Chapel
Janis Cleland
Claire Colicchio
Michael Conway
Cynthia & Daniel Coogan
Paula & Craig Crownover
Jim Darling
Joyce & Robert Everitt
Sue Beck-Ferkiss &  
  Michael Ferkiss
Connie & Dwight Ghent
Tamara Gregori
Juliana & John Guenther
Robert Hager
C. Hanna
Cindy Griffin &  
  Michael Harte
Shirley & Jack Haselbush
Duanine & Robert Heath
April Henson
Tom Hickman
Richard Hunt
Cathy & Larry Hupka
Randy King
Lee MacDonald
Carl Maxey
Katherine Lechner Olt &    
  Abraham Monajjem
James C. Moore
Orphea Mummert
Gregory Nelson
Dave Nichols
Tom Overton
Rita & Bob Peterson
Nancy & Robert Phillips
Nancy & Stacy Plemmons
Matthew J. Robinson
Ken A. Rodarmel
Kathryn Rogers
Sally Rusden
Beverly Sheridan
John Sinnett
Tom Spradlin
Robert Swift
Christine Thorn
Heather Volesky
Amanda Williams
Byron Wynn III

$250 - $499

Nancy & Michael Abrams
Lynn Blaylock
George Brelit
Richard Callan
Dottie Carpentier
Stephanie Casteneda
Whitney Cranshaw
Kristin & Anthony Crawford
Ceri & Bryan Dean
Jennifer & Randy DeMario
Kim & Jim Durand
Kathryn & David Dwyer
Dawn Fahrion
Julie & Stuart Field
Norma & Keith Flaming
James Freudenberg
Christine & John Frey
Stace & Mark Fritzler
Tom Garske
Kylie & James Gruver
Evelyn Haynes
Ryan Hershey
Donna Hochberg
Ellen Horstman

Merry Hummell
Jason Humphries
Susan Kirkpatrick
Sharon Kunze
Jane & Peter Lederer
Caroline Lettrull
Wayne Lonowski
Donald Luttrull
Sabrina & Jim MacDonald
Kim McDaniel
Patricia Melin
Jack Miller
Marilyn Murphy &  
  Robert Medlock
Philip Neal
Paul Nerger
Holly Panetta
Bob Pawlak
Lois Peltz
Kim Pickett
John Plotnicki
Catherine & Kevin Quilling
Jane & Steve Ray
Lesa Ringkjob
Lauri & Thomas Robins
Joanne & Edward Rupert
Nancy & Daniel Schwartz
James Seeton
Scott Shannon
Patricia & Don Simecka
Jean Smith
Shannon Spence
Pamela & Kirk Strawser
Kenneth Thielen
Claire & Cliff Thomas
Karen Thomas
Susie & Dan Tweeton
Janet Van Glarik &  
  Frederick Sieker
Sarah Wasson
Lee Williams
John Robert Winans
Jeanne Wotitzky
Chris Young
Judith Young
Ellen & Ted Zibell
Donna & Marshall Ziehm

Cash Donors 
Foundations and 
Companies

$25,000 or More

Anonymous

$10,000 - $24,999

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Ida J. Murphy & Russel O.  
  Allen Fund
Kluver-Moore Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999

A. V. Hunter Trust, Inc.
Anschutz Family Foundation
Colorado Lawyer Trust  
  Account Foundation  
  (COLTAF)
Orthopaedic Center of the  
  Rockies
Patricia McLean Memorial  
  Fund
The Women’s Foundation of  
  Colorado
Timberline Church
Verizon Wireless Hopeline  
  Grant

$2,500 - $4,999

Alpha Chi Omega  
  Alumnae Association
Bohemian Foundation
Colina Foundation
First National Bank
Foot of the Rockies 
Hewlett Packard
Licata & Tyrrell, PC
Overland Sertoma Club
Realities for Children
Ted G. Anderson Charitable  
  Income Trust

$1,000 - $2,499

Advanced Energy
Alpha Chi Omega  
  Foundation
Anheuser-Busch, Inc.
Cooper & Cooper
Dellenbach Motors
Dynamic Group Circuit  
  Design
Fort Collins Family Physicians
Fort Collins Sertoma Club
Heath Construction
New Belgium Brewing  
  Company
Odell Brewing Company
Poudre Valley Health Care,  
  Inc.
Poudre Valley Health System
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Rocky Mountain H.S.  
El Pomar Foundation
Small Change Giving Circle
Soroptimist International of  
  Fort Collins
Steve Ray Law Office
Stewart Title of Colorado,  
  Inc. 
The Selders Foundation
V. F. Ripley Assoc. &  
  Vaught Frye Architects
Wilmarth Family Fund

$500 - $999

Accent Services
Barnes & Noble Booksellers
Everitt Companies Fund
First Western Trust Bank
Fort Collins Area  
  Interfaith Council
Fort Collins Neurology, P.C.
Fort Collins Tennis  
  Association
Front Porch Property Services
High Country Beverage  
  Corporation
Risk Removal
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church
Serendipity Class, First  
  United Methodist Church
St. Andrew’s Episcopal  
  Church
Trinity Lutheran Church
Wal-Mart

In-Kind Donors 
Individuals

$5,000 or More

William Gunn

$2,500 - $4,999

Georgia Haynes

$1,000 - $2,499

Kevin Allen
Lori Craig
Vicki Gillis
Mari Kubota
Alesa & Bill Locklear
Darcy & Scott Peterson

$500 - $999

Heather Bohlinger
Linda Fast
Cindy Fuqua
Tina & Brett Giuliani
Carol Gresky
Laurie Hansen
Angela Kim
Barb Larsen
Trudy Sargent
Laura Scheman-Heath
Barbara Schneider
Joni & Robert Schur
Irv Schwindt
Shanna Vernon
Jillian & Berin Wachsmann

In-Kind Donors
Foundations and 
Companies

$2,499 or More

First National Bank
Hewlett Packard Gifts  
  In-Kind International 
Home State Bank
Target
Telvent, Miner & Miner

$1,000 - $2,499

Centennial Bank of the West
Foothills Gardeners
IHOP
Markley Motors
Poudre Rexall Drug
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Select Comfort
Starbucks at Harmony and  
  Timberline
The Church of Jesus Christ  
  of Latter Day Saints:  
  Taft Canyon Ward 
Students of Traut Core  
  Knowledge Elementary  
  School
Trinity Lutheran Church
Employees of Victoria’s  
  Secret
Wal-mart Distribution  
  Center

$500 - $999

The Church of Jesus Christ  
  of Latter Day Saints:  
  Cache La Poudre Ward 
Design and Merchandising  
  Leadership Team
Fort Collins Mom’s Club
Employees of Larimer  
  County Workforce Center
Lee’s Cyclery
Neat Freaks Organizational  
  Services
The Feet Courier Service
The Gathering at Windsor
Employees of U.S. 
  Immigration and Customs  
  Enforcement

Major Donors						januar     y 1  –  december 31,  2007

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy in our donor listing, please bring to our attention any errors or misspellings.  
Contact Crossroads at 970.530.2353 or mail@crossroadssafehouse.org to provide us with corrections. Thank you.



Crossroads Safehouse

> Top executive: Vicki Lutz,  
executive director

> Years in Business: 28

> Type of business: nonprofit 
serving victims of domestic 
violence

> Number of employees: 15 full 
time, 17 part time

> Address: 528 S. College Ave.

> Phone: 530-2353

H e l p / I n f o  L i n e :   
( 9 7 0 )  4 8 2 - 3 5 0 2  
Av a i l a b l e  2 4 / 7 

To l l - f r e e  H e l p  L i n e :  
( 8 8 8 )  5 41 - S A F E  ( 7 2 3 3 )  
Av a i l a b l e  2 4 / 7

S a f e h o u s e :   
( 9 7 0 )  4 8 2 - 3 5 3 5  
Av a i l a b l e  2 4 / 7 

C r o s s r o a d s  O u t r e a ch  
C e n t e r :   
( 9 7 0 )  5 3 0 - 2 3 5 3  
M o n d a y  -  F r i d a y  
9  a . m . -  5  p . m . 

2007 Board of 
D irectors

Mary Anne Paul, President 
Steve Ray Law Firm

David Dilley, Vice President  
State Farm Agency

Nichol Colicchio, Psy. D.  
Secretary

Donna Holmes, Treasurer 
First National Bank 

Steve G. Fobes 
Home State Bank

Donna Hanks 
Proctor & Gamble, retired

Diana M. Hollaway 
Everitt Companies

Steve Ray, Esq. 
Steve Ray Law Firm

Leslie J. Paris, DDS, M.S.D., P.C. 
Periodontist & Implant Dentistry

Nancy Abrams, RN 
Poudre Valley Hospital

Lani R. Hickman, MSW, LCSW 
Clinical Social Worker 

Stephanie Kline 
Stewart Title of Colorado

Email: mail@crossroadssafehouse.org

Online: www.crossroadssafehouse.org
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By Sara Reed
SaraReed@coloradoan.com

CJ Cullins credits Crossroads Safehouse with helping 
her break the cycle of domestic abuse in which she 
found herself.

In 2000, Cullins’ fiancé beat her in an attempt to 
cause a miscarriage when he found out she was 
pregnant. Then, he emptied the bank accounts and 
sold everything.

When Cullins returned to Fort Collins, she began 
attending counseling sessions offered by the agency.

“She opened my eyes that I was at risk for falling 
back into the same pattern,” Cullins said of a 
Crossroads employee.

And that is why Crossroads is so necessary to the 
community, executive director Vicki Lutz said.

“We are as necessary as the emergency room at 
the hospital, the police department and the fire 
department,” she said. “It saves lives.”

Crossroads Safehouse is being honored as the 
Nonprofit of the Year in this year’s 2007 Best in 
Business awards.

The agency, now in its 28th year, offers a wide variety 
of services beyond providing a safe haven for victims 
of domestic violence.

The agency also offers civil legal services, 

transitional housing, counseling — in English and 
Spanish — and outreach, foster care for pets and 
a toll-free domestic violence hotline. Women who 
live in the transitional housing also can get aid with 
transportation, furniture and other needs, Lutz said.

When police respond to a domestic abuse situation, 
the victim can request an advocate from Crossroads 
and, like other emergency responders, those advocates 
are on the front lines, Lutz said.

“We are responding to the need for safety of innocent 
lives,” she said. The safehouse also is the only one that 
serves all of Larimer County and the demand for that 
service is growing.

Since it opened its doors in 1980, the organization 
has provided residential services to more than 11,000 
women and children and outreach services to more 
than 22,000 women and children, Lutz said. 

The number of nights the housing project provided 
in 2007 topped the 2006 total of 6,106, Lutz said. In 
2006, the shelter turned away 209 people, putting 
some of them up in hotel rooms.

There are many reasons Crossroads is deserving of 
the nomination, Cullins said.

“Crossroads forces into people’s minds that this is 
happening everyday,” she said. “We can’t forget. If we 
do forget, we will keep letting it happen.”
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